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the PoweR of Love
Sex – it’s a powerful thing. Right this minute, hundreds 
of millions of people are actively engaged in it (give or 
take a few million). And that’s not counting the ones 
actively engaged in it on their own. What Mae West 
called ‘emotion in motion’, and Sophia Loren* once 
described as ‘like washing your face – just something 
you do because you have to’, sex is all around us. The 
theme of countless songs, books, poems, films and 
plays, it is the hook which sells – well, pretty much 
anything really.

Sex drives us. It makes us – and, for the over-ardent 
yet deliciously happy departing soul, it sometimes 
finishes us too. It is a vast source of global pleasure. 
Unusually, it even has the pleasing advantage of being 
relatively inexpensive, since the basic equipment is free.

All of that said, there are many reasons why you 
might not wish to actually engage in it. Lovemaking can 

Neither the lack of seductive prowess nor 
the simple desire to avoid sharing sheets 
or bodily fluids need prevent you from 
engaging in that endlessly enjoyable 
pastime – talking about sex.

* Sophia Loren is also quoted as saying: ‘Sex appeal is 50% what you’ve got 
and 50% what people think you’ve got.’ A girl after our own heart then. 
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maPPiNg it out
GPS navigation devices are all very well, but they do nothing 
to help us find our way around the human anatomy. In 
order to pass yourself off as any kind of sexual expert, an 
understanding of what connects to what is a prerequisite.

A cursory look at the design and anatomical 
positioning of the male and female sexual organs shows 
that when God designed Homo sapiens, aestheticism and 
ease of access were not high on the job description. The 
human genitalia are not exactly user-friendly.

It is interesting to speculate how more secular 
engineers might have tackled the task. Brunel, for 
example, would have foreseen the mechanical stresses 
which the male’s thrusting action places on an already 
overloaded spinal column. 

Da vinci would undoubtedly have made better use of 
the navel. Maybe he did. It might explain the smile on 
the Mona Lisa. Madonna certainly understands its erotic 
potential, once revealing: ‘When I stick my finger in 
my belly button, I feel a nerve in the centre of my body 
shoot up my spine.’

Da Vinci would undoubtedly have made 
better use of the navel.  
Maybe he did. It might explain the smile 
on the Mona Lisa.


